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Pastoralism is practised by 
millions of people worldwide 
and represents an intimate 
relationship between people, 
the animals they care for and 
the landscape. 

Nomadic pastoralist boy in Turkey © Engin Yılmaz



The unique biological and 
cultural diversity of rangelands 
contributes to goods, services, 
knowledge and heritages that 
benefit humans beyond the 
herding communities. 

Dukha woman milking her reindeer © Lawrence Hislop/GRID-Arendal



Study objective

Tibet woman pastoralist mapping rangeland use © Yan Zhaoli



Thematic scope developed by 
multi-stakeholder working group 

Conceptual framework based on IPBES 
(Inter-governmental Science-Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services)



Information sources

Tajikistan sheep flock on the move through the rangelands © Wolfgang Bayer

Sources for environmental and socioeconomic information:

▪ 13 global environmental assessments

▪ 100 global, regional and national databases and websites

▪ Publications in SCOPUS (71 million peer reviewed papers)

Sources for information about technical support:

▪ Projects of 13 multilateral agencies and international 
research organizations

In addition: 

▪ Stakeholder survey – 18% response (58 out of 336)



Community-based workshop © Lawrence Hislop/GRID-Arendal

Results









Most GEF projects with pastoralist and 
rangeland components focus on capacity-
building, biodiversity conservation and 
institutional development.

Provision of technical support



Findings

Reindeer husbandry, Norway © Kathrine I Johnsen



One way to define the rangeland ecoregions of the world
Data source of the map: WWF (2001)

Definition



Disaggregation



Niger donkeys and cattle © Wolfgang Bayer

Devaluation



Recommendation 1

Conduct an 
intergovernmental, 
integrated global 
assessment

Tajikistan sheep flock on the move through the rangelands © Wolfgang Bayer



Recommendation 2

Enhance the availability 
and quality of existing 
information

Camels carrying salt in Afar, Ethiopia © ILRI/Fiona Flintan



Recommendation 3

Broaden the 
understanding of 
pastoralism and the value 
of rangelands

Rangelands and grazier in SW Queensland, Australia © Dana Kelly



Recommendation 4

Conduct a detailed 
assessment on the 
provision of technical 
support to pastoralists

Kenya water catchment and sheep © Maryam Niamir-Fuller



Recommendation 5

Involve pastoralists in all 
assessments and 
information gathering

Maldahari pastoralist women making chapatis at a food festival, Gujurat State, India © MARAG/Neeta Pandy.



International Year of 
Rangelands and Pastoralists

Pastoral women selling milk at roadside in Isiolo, Kenya © Tom Martin/VSF Suisse



Thank you


