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Pastoralism, the Backbone and Invisible 
Assets of the World’s Drylands  



The history of conservation by indigenous mobile pastoralists, goes 
back thousands of years in rangelands and grasslands of drylands 
ecosystems

The migratory practices of indigenous peoples are almost 
always de facto nature conservation strategies



Rangelands and Pastoralism



Pastoral Socio-ecological Systems are Hotspots of 
Cultural and Biological Diversity



Policy and Social Issues



Policy and Social Issues



Policy and Social Issues



In search of job, 

education, …

Poor & Inappropriate Policies 
& Programs at various levels 

Fragmentation of Pastoralists 
territories—undermining mobility 

and survival of pastoralists

Ignoring 
indigenous 

knowledge and 
Socio & ecological 

values 

Lack of legal 
systems to legalize 
common property 

and mobility

Social inequality 
and unbalance 

subsidies & 
development 

works

Forced & 
induced 

sedentarisation 
nationalization 
of rangelands

Land allocation to 
Large scale 

development 
projects

Poor delivery of 
mobile services in 

veterinary, 
health, 

education, …

Loss of: grazing 
lands, biodiversity 
& local breeds & 

degradation

Weakening 
customary 

governance & 
social structure

Multilevel 
disputes and 

conflict 

Migration & 
marginalization 

in big cities

Endangered 

livelihoods & 

production system

Blocked 
Migratory routes, 
loss of indigenous 

knowledge 

Insecure property rights & 

right to land/ degradation
Weakening customary 

NRs management 

Weakening socio-

ecological cohesion

Increased pressure of 

livestock & degradation
Loss of income & loss 

of youth motivation

Social & 
Policy Issues



Gender Issues Empowering Women in Pastoralist Communities,
is to Empower Future Generations of Pastoralists



Gender Issues



Gender Issues



A Paradigm Shift is needed towards sustainable pastoralism and 
sustainable use, conservation and restoration of rangelands

Halt drivers of biodiversity loss, marginalisation of indigenous 
peoples, both in direct and indirect ways 

Key Messages



Key Messages
Mobility, territory and, right to land is the basis of pastoralists' social identity 
and livelihoods

Recognition of ancestral lands of mobile pastoralists in the form of "Territories 
of Life" / Indigenous and Community Conserved Areas and Territories (ICCAs)



Recognition of pastoralists' tenure & property rights over their territories with particular 
attention to women's right to land in the framework of gender equality of the VGGT

… Key Messages

Empowerment & strengthening the role of pastoral women to establish self-organized 
and locally adapted funds and institutions to address gender issues and equity 

Provision of proper and locally adapted mobile social services plus Institutional and 
financial support of pastoral youth (male & female) to motivate and encourage them 
to engage in pastoral livelihoods and continue pastoralists way of life



Multi-stakeholder alliances to approve the IYRP to raise awareness and fill knowledge gaps 
globally about the value of healthy rangelands, sustainable pastoralism, supporting pastoralists to 
document and communicate their own perspectives, experiences and knowledge systems

Let's remember and renew our promise to leave no one behind through strengthening, 
recognition and involving the pastoralists governance institutions for their actual participation in 
decision-making and policy-making process linked to their destiny at all levels

… Key Messages
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