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International Buffalo Relations Institute

Bringing bison back to the North American Great Plains
On 8 December 2025 in Witzenhausen, Germany, PastureScapes* – as an event contributing to celebration of the IYRP2026 – featured the documentary film “Singing Back the Buffalo”, released in Canada in September 2024. This film by the Cree filmmaker Tasha Hubbard follows the bison on their seasonal migration across the Great Plains of Canada and the United States, while weaving in the history of this large bovine that used to number tens of millions and that shaped the rangelands of North America. In the late 19th century, European colonists almost annihilated the bison and the Indigenous peoples who depended on these animals for their food, clothing, shelter and spirituality. The film focuses on the relationship between bison and the First Nations in North America and on the efforts of Indigenous groups and scientists to restore the bison and the plains ecosystem. Together with Blackfoot elder Leroy Little Bear, one of the leading forces behind the Buffalo Treaty of 2014 agreed by Indigenous peoples in Canada and the USA, Tasha Hubbard reveals how the land needs the bison back for the sustainability of the rangelands of North America as well as for the cultural and spiritual survival of the First Nations.
The film was followed by a panel discussion with Merek Wigness, a biologist with Agriculture Canada and a bison rancher, who is on the Saskatchewan Bison Association board of directors and a member of the Canadian Bison Association research committee; and with Naatoyinshkii Katira Crow Shoe, executive director of the International Buffalo Relations Institute. A native of Alberta, she is a member of the Kainai Nation of the Blackfoot Confederacy. This discussion, moderated by the University of Kassel student Grace Curry, gave deeper insights into the commercial and ecological roles and potential of bison in North America. 
"The last 200 years of bison history is a truly epic story. Bison narrowly missed going extinct in the 1880’s, which would have been an unspeakable loss. Thankfully, a diverse group of ranchers, First Nations, Government and NGOs were able to save bison from extinction. The recovery of the bison population has been one of the greatest success stories in conservation." (Merek Wigness)
"When Buffalo are reintroduced to the land, we can start to see the multiple relationships the Buffalo has with land, plants and other animal species. Buffalo play a big part influencing the overall success of biodiversity on the plains ecosystem." (Naatoyinshkii Katira Crow Shoe)
To get a first impression of the film, see the trailer on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xshtMcU6fZE
[bookmark: _GoBack]*PastureScapes: Under this title, students in the Master’s programme “Agriculture, Ecology & Society” at the University of Kassel, Germany, are heralding in the IYRP2026 by organising events to highlight the importance of pastoralists and pastoral system around the globe – their heritage, their current situation and challenges, and their potential for the future. The events during the coming months will cover a wide range of topics, such as shepherds in Germany, the diversity of animal fibres, transhumance yesterday and today, and conflicts between herders and crop farmers. The PastureScapes team is supported by the professors Eva Schlecht and Mieke Roscher. For more information about upcoming events, keep an eye on the PastureScapes website. 
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