January 2026
Dear IYRP 2026 Coordination Team,

Warm greetings from Tamil Nadu, India.

We are pleased to share that Prof. Punniamurthy Natesan, a renowned veterinary doctor from Tamil Nadu, has been awarded the Padma Shri Award 2026, one of the highest civilian honors of the Government of India, under the category of Medicine.

Prof. Punniamurthy Natesan is a retired faculty member of the Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences University (TANUVAS). He is widely recognized for pioneering antibiotic-free herbal and traditional veterinary treatment protocols, developed through long-term engagement with pastoral communities and livestock rearers. His work draws significantly from the herbal veterinary knowledge practiced and preserved by pastoral communities, acknowledging them as the original custodians of this wisdom.

He has developed effective herbal formulations for major livestock health challenges such as Mastitis, Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), and parasitic infections, contributing to the reduction of antibiotic residues in milk and improving animal health. Through these practices, over 800,000 cattle have been treated successfully.

Prof. Punniamurthy Natesan has been consistently participating in events organized by the Tamil Nadu Federation of Pastoral Peoples Sangams (TFPPS) and has been regularly conducting herbal veterinary medicine training programmes for pastoral communities. Through these trainings, he has played a key role in strengthening community-led, chemical-free livestock care practices.

The announcement of this prestigious award during the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists – 2026 (IYRP 2026) is especially meaningful. It underscores the importance of documenting, collecting, and enabling global knowledge exchange on pastoral and herbal veterinary practices, which are vital for sustainable livestock care and resilient rangeland-based livelihoods worldwide.

Tamil Nadu Federation of Pastoral Peoples Sangams (TFPPS) is a state-level federation representing traditional pastoral communities across Tamil Nadu. The Federation works to strengthen pastoral livelihoods, protect grazing rights, promote community-led livestock management systems, and revive traditional knowledge—particularly herbal veterinary practices and chemical-free livestock care—through community trainings, festivals, and knowledge-sharing platforms.

We are pleased to share this information with the IYRP 2026 platform as an inspiring example of the contribution of pastoral communities and allied professionals to the goals of the International Year.
Please find the attached image related to this recognition for your reference and possible use.

With warm regards,

C. Rajiv Gandhi
President
Tamil Nadu Federation of Pastoral Peoples Sangams (TFPPS)
Tamil Nadu, India
📞 Contact: +91 96775 17899 
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