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Why an IYRP 2026?

Ɵ Reveal important contributions of rangelands & 

pastoralists for food security, the economy and the 

environment

Ɵ Break myths and misunderstandings about rangelands 

and pastoralists and amplify the voices of pastoralists

Ɵ Fill knowledge gaps with more participatory research

Ɵ Promote informed, science-based policies and legislation 

throughout the world 

Ɵ Increase sustainable and ethical funding and investment 

in rangelands and for pastoralists

UNEP Gap Analysis Report:



Getting to sustainability

ƟRangelands support livelihoods of 500 million people 
and another 2 billion people along the value chain

ƟPastoralist livestock products have high-value protein 
and are rich in nutrients

ƟCarbon sinks can be significant in rangeland/pastoral 
systems

ƟRangelands are global biodiversity hotspots and habitats 
for numerous endangered species and offer valuable 
grazing land for both livestock & wildlife
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Pastoralism is the 

Future!

Film on IYRP YouTube
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Diversity of animals on rangelands

Bison USA © David Restivo

Cow dog and horse 

Navajo Nation 

© Michael Benanav 

Camels and donkey Niger 

© Tim Dirven

Llamas Bolivia 

© Michael Benanav

Maasai cattle Kenya 

© Michael Benanav

Yak Mongolia © Rita Willaert

Reindeer Norway 

© Kia Krarup Hansen

Sheep & goats Turkey 

© Michael Benanav

Duck India

© Mr. Vinodh

Wildlife Australia

© Caroline Jones



Short history of the IYRP 2026

Å International Rangeland Congress 2008 

Å IYRP Support Group established in 2016

Å In 2022, UN General Assembly declares 2026 

as IYRP

ÅFAO as Lead UN agency 

Å IYRP Global Alliance ͑ renamed 2024

ÅGlobal Alliance for Rangelands & Pastoralists͑

renamed Dec 2025
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Global Secretariat
Co-chairs, coordinators of 
Comms Team & Working 
Groups, website & listserv 

managers

General IYRP e-list
~975 addresses primarily for info distribution

International Support Group (ISG)
~550 active partners, Friends of IYRP, including GCG members & Global 

Alliance

Global Coordinating Group (GCG)
~50 members (Global Alliance, RISG chairs & reps from key support partners; Govt of 

Mongolia, FAO, ICARDA, ILC, ILRI, IUCN, UNEP, WAMIP)

Global Communications 
Team

Working Groups 
(WG)

Regional Support 
Groups (RISG)

Structure of the Global Alliance



Regional IYRP Support Groups (RISGs)

@ Wolfgang Bayer

Animals

@ Kalyan Varma

Pastoralists

@ Lauren Svejcar

Rangelands

Impact at 
local level:
Promoting 
pastoralist 
organizations & 
their activities 

Arctic

East Asia 

South Asia

Central Asia & Mongolia

Australasia

North Africa & Middle 
East

Eastern & Southern 
Africa

West & Central Africa

Europe 

North America

South America



IYRP Global Action Plan 2025 -2026

IYRP Global Action Plan 2025-2026
https://iyrp.info/iyrp-2026 -global-action-plan

Strategy 1:Multi-stakeholder 
Coalition Building 

Strategy 2: Knowledge Generation 

Strategy 3:Celebration & Awareness 
Raising 

Strategy 4:Policy Advocacy over the 
next decade 

Strategy 5: Appropriate Investment 
for rangelands and pastoralists 
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Knowledge generation through

thematic Working Groups

Objectives of Working Groups:

ÅGreater awareness in science & society about how rangelands & 
pastoralists contribute to food security, economy, environment & 
cultural heritage

ÅFoster changes in national, regional & global policies 

ÅIncrease sustainable & ethical investment in rangelands & 
pastoralist livelihoods

Tasks of Working Groups:

ÅCollate and analyse existing research results (science review)

ÅStimulate and engage in participatory research to fill gaps and 
explore opportunities

ÅScience- and experience-based advocacy with key messages for 
the public, international bodies, local communities, etc.
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Current Working Groups

1. Afforestation in Rangelands

2. Pastoralism & Gender

3. Pastoralism & Water

4. Rangelands & Land Degradation Neutrality

5. Rangelands & Biodiversity

6. Pastoralist Economy

7. Pastoralist Youth

8. Pastoralism & Land Rights

9. Pastoralism & Climate Change

10. Pastoralists & Carbon Markets

11. Pastoralist Animal Fibre

12. Pastoral Commons


