	 

[image: ]Sustainable Development for Rangelands and Pastoralists: 
a global imperative
The Global Alliance for Rangelands and Pastoralists call for policy change
Nations can achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, including targets for no poverty, zero hunger, gender equality, climate action and life on land, only if they take urgent action on sustainable rangeland management and development for pastoralists.
Recognise the global and national importance of rangelands and pastoralists@ M. Foggin

Rangelands span more than half of the earth’s land surface and support an estimated 500 million pastoralists in around 140 countries. These regions play important roles in food and income security, peace and stability, conservation of biodiversity, and mitigation of and adaptation to climate change. Pastoralists have managed and shaped the rangelands through mobile livestock herding for centuries, and their culture and knowledge are essential to maintain the many goods and services that rangelands provide. The Sustainable Development Goals, including targets for land degradation neutrality, biodiversity conservation, and climate change mitigation and adaptation, can be achieved if the roles of rangelands and pastoralists are actively protected and promoted.
Promote the dual livestock and nature values of pastoralism in rangelands
Rangelands generate many economic, environmental and social values through well-managed livestock production and ecosystem services, including water and climate regulation and preservation of habitat. Where pastoralists are able to manage their herds effectively, and particularly when livestock herds can be moved seasonally between resource areas, rangelands simultaneously contribute to livestock production and biodiversity conservation. Although rangelands are important to many sectors, governments seldom see them as a priority for policies and legislation. National rangelands and pastoralism frameworks can oblige relevant sectoral ministries to establish targets and to act on them. A similar synergy is needed from the Multilateral Environmental Conventions.
Strengthen pastoralist land tenure and governance 
Sustainable use of rangelands depends on the ability of communities to make effective resource-management decisions, particularly over common land. Pastoral commons are found in all rangeland States and are being managed through either public entities or local communities.  However, community tenure of pastoral commons is often legally insecure, and large areas of high-value land and water resources have been converted to other uses such as crops, afforestation, industrial uses, mining and urbanisation, all of which undermine pastoral resilience. Strengthening governance and legal protection of rangelands is the foundation for sustainable rangeland management, essential for peace and stability, for resilient livelihoods and economic development, and for securing rights of women and youth. Governance of pastoral commons can be enhanced by their recognition as Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures (OECMs).
Enable pastoralist mobility for resilience 
Rangelands depend on livestock mobility that allows periodic rest and promotes ecosystem health. Sustainable rangeland management draws on pastoralists’ mobile herding practices and skills. Climate change is making mobility of livestock even more necessary, both within countries and across borders. Strengthening and – where needed – reviving pastoralist mobility, culture and knowledge will require appropriate investment in rangeland restoration, in dispersed low-volume water points, and in legal protection of livestock corridors and the services along stock routes.
Promote inclusion and participation of pastoralists for equitable development  @ A. Denayer

Sustainable development is possible only with full and effective participation of pastoralists in decision-making, including pastoralist women and youth. Meaningful participation requires local and national public decision-making and projects to be adapted to the cultural and ecological realities of pastoralist communities by, for example, making allowance for mobility and customary institutions in the provision of public services, infrastructure, political representation, and development of innovative technologies and financing mechanisms. Policies can enhance women’s rights and roles in natural resource management, animal health, and processing and sale of dairy and animal fibre. 
Strengthen pastoralist livestock economies
Policies should invest in the livestock economies of family enterprises and adapt technologies and innovations to the logic of extensive, mobile livestock systems. Pastoralists need markets that reflect the range of livestock goods they produce — milk, fibre, meat, manure and hides from multiple species. This diversity is the economic foundation of resilient livelihoods. Pastoralist livestock policy options include scaling up of proven approaches to enterprise finance, insurance and Internet infrastructure, guided by the need for mobility and common land management. Rangeland States can ensure a level playing field where pastoralists compete fairly and equitably in domestic and export markets. Policies can ensure that organic and sustainable certification labels are nationally recognised, fairly applied, maintain healthy rangelands and benefit pastoralists.
Promote peace and stability in rangelands
Sustainable development is crucial for and dependent on promoting peace and security and ensuring justice, including environmental justice, for pastoralists. Land conversion and agricultural development policies often increase inequality among pastoralists, resulting in monopolisation of resources by a wealthy few, conflict and competition, and forcing outmigration especially of the youth. Pastoralists commonly live in remote areas where security services can be weak, especially in border regions, where they are frequently the victims of conflict. Policies should protect pastoral commons from privatisation and provide basic security through enforcement of the rule of law.
The International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists is an unprecedented opportunity to promote policy and investment for rangelands and pastoralists
The IYRP Global Alliance was established by the organisations and actors that had successfully secured 2026 as the IYRP through a resolution by the UN General Assembly. The Global Alliance aims to i) increase public awareness of the societal value derived from rangelands and pastoralists; ii) promote pastoralist knowledge, innovation and coalition building to meet contemporary needs; iii) advocate for evidence-based policy and legislation that supports sustainable rangeland stewardship and pastoralist livelihoods; and iv) foster ethical investment to address challenges confronting rangelands and pastoralists in the 21st century.@ C. Turin

This document is derived from the recommendations from 12 thematic working groups of the Global Alliance: Afforestation in Rangelands; Pastoral Commons; Pastoralism & Climate Change; Pastoralism & Gender; Pastoralism & Land Rights; Pastoralist Animal Fibre; Pastoralist Economy; Pastoralist Youth; Pastoralists & Carbon Markets; Pastoralists & Water; Rangelands & Biodiversity; and Rangelands & Land Degradation Neutrality. All the working group outputs are available online for closer scrutiny of messages and supporting literature: https://iyrp.info/working-groups.
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