Transhumance and Pastoralism: Bio-Cultural Heritage and Ecosystem Services — Here is the program
2–3 October 2026 · Università degli Studi del Molise and Contrada Selva, Castropignano (CB)
As part of the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP 2026), we are formally launching the organisational work for a two-day workshop entirely dedicated to transhumance and extensive pastoralism. The initiative stems from a policy manifesto that gathers the demands of shepherds, herders, families and local communities historically linked to the transhumance routes, starting from the principle that without shepherds there is no pastoral heritage. The process builds on important moments of scientific dialogue — including the "Rethinking Transhumance" study day (27 October 2022, Presidential Estate of Castelporziano, Accademia dei Georgofili) — and on the recognition of transhumance as UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
Why attend?
• Contribute to drafting a policy manifesto that gives direct voice to shepherds, herders and local communities, too often left on the margins of decision-making processes.
• Take part in the scientific and cultural exchange among experts, academics, heritage custodians and sector professionals on sustainable livestock farming, animal welfare and environmental protection.
• Experience hands-on moments of re-enactment and walking, with the direct involvement of herders, shepherds and cheesemakers.
• Attend the artistic and performative programme dedicated to the existential and anthropological dimension of the pastoral world.
Working languages
Italian and English
Conference Programme
Day 1: Friday, 2 October 2026 — Università degli Studi del Molise
9:00 – 9:30: Institutional welcome
• Giuseppe Peter Vanoli (Rector, Università degli Studi del Molise)
• Salvatore Micone (Regional Councillor for Agricultural Policies)
• Massimo Vincenzini (President, Accademia dei Georgofili)
• Andrea Bassini (Technical Director, AIA – national)
• Francesca Riccio (Superintendent for Archaeology, Fine Arts and Landscape, Molise)

9:30 – 13:30: Start of proceedings
• Ivana Mardesic (FAO – Expert Delegate for IYRP)
• Luisa Corazza (Università degli Studi del Molise)
• Mario Borraro (shepherd)
• Francesca Cesaretti (shepherd)
• Nunzio Marcelli (shepherd, President of Rete APPIA per la Pastorizia)
• Letizia Bindi (Università degli Studi del Molise)
• Fabio Pilla (Università degli Studi del Molise)
• Angelo Belliggiano (Università degli Studi del Molise)

13:30: Light lunch curated by Officina CreAttiva
14:00 –17:30: Afternoon session
• Pablo Mansano Baena (PhD Ecologist, Autonomous University of Madrid)
• Patrick Fabre (researcher, Maison de la Transhumance, France)
• Luca Battaglini (Università degli Studi di Torino)
• Michele Nori (Policy Officer, European Commission – DG Agriculture and Rural Development Unit)
• Olivier Hanotte (University of Nottingham, UK)
• Greta Semplici (Università degli Studi del Molise)
18:00: Documentary screening
• Anna Kauber (author) will present the documentary "Civiltà Transumanti"

Day 2: Saturday, 3 October 2026 — Contrada Selva, 2 Castropignano (CB)
10:00: Visit to the farm of Carmela Colavecchio, Mario and Pietro Borraro
• Walking the tratturo (drove road)
• Cheesemaking workshop

The three pillars of the initiative
• Scientific and Cultural Exchange — discussion panels, debates and meetings among experts, academics, heritage custodians and sector professionals.
• Re-enactment and Walking — hands-on experiences involving herders, shepherds, cheesemakers and local artisans.
• Artistic and Performative Programme — performances inspired by the existential and anthropological dimension of the pastoral world.
Who promotes the initiative
Workshop held as part of the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP 2026), with Università degli Studi del Molise, BioCult – Rete Culturale e Sviluppo Locale, and Accademia dei Georgofili.
Photo by Michela Buonvino.
Please find attached the flyer.
Kind regards,
letizia bindi

Letizia Bindi
Full Professor of Cultural Anthropology 
University of Molise (Italy)
Director of BioCult - Centre of Research on Bio-Cultural Heritage and Local Development - Member of the Accademia dei Georgofili
Via De Sanctis - II Edificio Polifunzionale - 86100 Campobasso (ITALY)
Mobile Phone: +393383202796  
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