PRESS RELEASE
Gram Sabha Resolutions for Pastoralist Rights Passed in More Than 10 Panchayats in Kalaiyarkoil Block, Tamil Nadu
Sivaganga District, Tamil Nadu | October 2, 2026
On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti, Gram Sabha meetings held on October 2, 2026, passed several resolutions concerning the rights and livelihoods of pastoralist communities in more than 10 village panchayats in Kalaiyarkoil Block, Sivaganga District, Tamil Nadu.
This marks the first time that resolutions addressing the rights and livelihood issues of Geetharis and other pastoralist communities have been passed across more than 10 panchayats in the block.
Key Gram Sabha Resolutions
1. Inquiry into Cases Registered Against Pastoralists
The Gram Sabhas resolved that proper inquiries should be conducted into cases registered against pastoralists under the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, particularly where complaints and allegations concern traditional pastoral livestock-keeping practices.
2. Representation of Pastoralists in District-Level Committees
The Gram Sabhas demanded that representatives of pastoralist communities be included in district-level committees dealing with legal action and related issues affecting pastoralists. This would help ensure that their voices and experiences are considered in decisions concerning their livelihoods.
3. Veterinary Services for Sheep Pastoralists
The Gram Sabhas resolved that veterinary dispensaries serving villages where sheep pastoralists live and work should be adequately supplied with vaccines and essential veterinary medicines. This would help pastoralists access timely veterinary care and protect their livestock from preventable diseases.
4. Withdrawal of Proposed SIPCOT Land Acquisition
The Gram Sabhas raised concerns about the proposed SIPCOT land acquisition affecting Kayaa Odai, Pudukudiyiruppu, Purasaadi Udaippu and Maravamangalam in Kalaiyarkoil Block.
They demanded the withdrawal of the proposed land acquisition, expressing concern that the project could adversely affect the livelihoods of local farmers and pastoralist communities who depend on these lands and associated natural resources.
Recognising Pastoralist Rights Through Local Democracy
These resolutions mark an important step towards bringing the concerns of pastoralist communities into local democratic institutions. They highlight the need to protect traditional livestock-rearing practices, ensure fair treatment in legal matters, improve veterinary services and safeguard the lands and resources essential to pastoralist livelihoods.
The initiative was facilitated by the Tamil Nadu Federation of Pastoral Peoples Sangams (TFPPS), which works to unite pastoralist communities across Tamil Nadu and advance their rights, livelihoods and traditional pastoral mobility.
Organisation: Tamil Nadu Federation of Pastoral Peoples Sangams (TFPPS)
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