

CONCEPT NOTE
Celebrating the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists 2026 in Madrid-Spain
"Young Pastoralists and New Technologies: Sharing Emerging Knowledge and Experiences"

9–11 April 2026 in Madrid, Spain

1 GENERAL INTRODUCTION
The International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP 2026) aims to raise global awareness of the vital role that rangelands and pastoralists play in food security, environmental sustainability and ecosystem services. It seeks to highlight how improved management of these systems can lead to better development outcomes.
These goals will be pursued through a wide range of activities involving key stakeholders at local, regional and global levels. Efforts will focus on generating, collecting and sharing knowledge, and fostering dialogue about the importance, challenges and opportunities of rangelands and pastoralism in the context of sustainable development.

In preparation for IYRP 2026, several Working Groups (WGs) have been formed to lead research, analysis, knowledge exchange and advocacy on priority topics. These WGs serve as vital platforms to mobilise stakeholders, build awareness and promote collaboration among diverse actors—including pastoralist communities, governments, researchers, civil society, the private sector, donors and UN agencies. Their work is expected to influence policies, programmes and processes and to foster cross-sectoral engagement for the success of IYRP.

Within this broader framework, we propose an international gathering on “Young Pastoralists and New Technologies” to be held alongside a workshop on pastoralism led by CIHEAM specialists and researcher on Pastoralism.

This event will explore the common challenges and opportunities that young pastoralists around the world face in sustaining and developing their livelihoods. Particular attention will be given to transhumance—not only as a pastoral practice, but also as a vital expression of cultural heritage and territorial cohesion—as well as to the public use and protection of livestock trails, which continue to serve as essential collective resources.


2 MEETING JUSTIFICATION
Global Pastoralism, with its rich socio-economic and cultural heritage and proven public benefits, has a key opportunity to highlight its challenges and to demonstrate its vitality and ability to overcome its own problems as well as those widely affecting rural development, food security and environmental sustainability.
Due to its millennia-old history, pastoralism is at present often considered as an old-fashioned, traditional activity related to poverty and ignorance. However, thanks to the fact that it is based on ancient knowledge, pastoralism is demonstrating itself to be a very important way of life and of management of all kinds of landscape, especially the marginal ones, or those with extreme climatic or geographical conditions.
Young people, often with higher education and more open to handling new technologies, frequently feel undervalued by their own communities, which leads them to abandon or not fully develop their livestock activities. 
One of the key challenges is the poor image and lack of social recognition of rural professions, which discourages youth from engaging in them. It is therefore essential to promote the value of these careers and improve their public perception.
Despite its general decline in almost all countries, extensive livestock farming is experiencing also a resurgence among young people through numerous innovative initiatives that facilitate the development of this practice.
Throughout Europe, the Mediterranean and Africa, a multitude of innovative initiatives are emerging, revolutionising traditional herding systems. This meeting aims to present and compare these initiatives, allowing livestock farmers and shepherds to apply them in their own regions and localities. 
New technologies are also making livestock management more attractive and viable for young people, offering them modern tools to engage in innovative and labour-efficient pastoralism.

3 MEETING OBJECTIVES
• Empower pastoralist youth to become agents of change in their pastoralist communities
• Increase young pastoralists’ as well as pastoralist youth organisations’ participation
• Promote the active engagement of pastoralist youth in decision-making processes related to pastoralism and rangeland management
• Advocate for policies that recognise and support the unique contributions of pastoralist youth to sustainable pastoral livelihoods and rangeland management
• Foster knowledge exchange and collaboration among pastoralist youth at local, national and international levels
• Enhance the image and societal recognition of rural professions and promote their attractiveness to youth, especially through the integration of modern technologies

4 WORKING METHODOLOGY FOR THE INTERNATIONAL MEETING
Concerning the Agenda of the meeting, we want to give some ideas, in order to have a very dynamic meeting with important and consensual conclusions.
For a successful development of the meeting, it is important that all participants are given the opportunity to share their opinions on as many items as possible and therefore to have the workshop to be as smoothly flowing as possible.
All presentations will have to be short and dynamic. We suggest to establish also a series of working groups, each focused on a common theme, with strictly timed sessions. Each panel should have no more than six participants and a moderator on stage.
Each participant will have a limited time of 7-10 minutes to present his/her experience or work. Afterwards, the moderator may pose a common question to all participants, who will have no more than two minutes each to respond. Finally, the floor will be opened for questions from the audience.

5 WORKING THEMES
In coordination with the IYRP Working Groups, a series of specific themes will be addressed. Here we have some potential topics for discussion, with a general explanation but also, very important, with the concrete experience of young people with them:
· New technological developments – initiatives to facilitate herding (e.g., virtual fences, new deworming systems, GPS tracking, etc.)
· Shepherd schools – innovation and experiences in training new shepherds
· Adding value to pastoral products – marketing strategies, direct sales experiences and tourism-related opportunities
· Herding is also for women – promoting female participation in pastoralism
· Adapting to climate change – strategies and best practices
· Access to land for young people – examples of policies facilitating youth’s access to land
· The use of social media – platforms as knowledge-sharing tools among young pastoralists
· Transhumance and health issues
· Adding value to pastoral food products: cheese and other dairy products, meat products
· Adding value to animal fibres: the present situation of many kinds of fibres and their potential
· Cultural and territorial value of transhumance – recognising transhumance as a cultural practice that preserves biodiversity, connects regions and strengthens territorial cohesion
· The role of digital innovation in transforming pastoralism into a modern and attractive profession for new generations

5. DURATION OF THE MEETING
The integration of the two initiatives—the International IYRP Young Pastoralists Meeting and the CIHEAM Workshop—represents a unique opportunity to foster dialogue between researchers and young pastoralists, enabling the exchange of experiences, perspectives, and innovative ideas for the future of pastoralism.
To ensure broad and dynamic participation, each speaker will be invited to present their experience or work in a concise 7–10 minute intervention, allowing as many voices as possible to be heard.
Proposed Programme
· 8 April: Arrival of all young pastoralists in Madrid and accommodation.
· 9–10 April: Joint CIHEAM and Young Pastoralists sessions (detailed programme to be announced shortly) at the IEE venue (capacity: 200 participants), with the possibility of remote participation via livestreaming.
· 11 April: Field visit for all participants to Aranjuez.
· 12 April: Departure of participants.
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