Draft CONCEPT NOTE
A Nature‑Positive Global Agenda to Protect, Manage and Restore Grasslands, Savannahs and Rangelands
 
Mid-COP17:  A Nature‑Positive Global Agenda to Protect, Manage and Restore Grasslands, Savannahs and Rangelands
Organized by WWF, Sustainable Fibre Alliance and partners
Date:  22–23 August 2026 (mid-COP)
Location: Terelj National Park, Mongolia
Format: Day one: Field Visit and Dinner (22 August) + Day two Conference (23 August) Participants: ~100 invited participants from diverse disciplinary and sectoral background
Background: 
Grasslands, savannahs, and rangelands make up over half of the world’s land surface and sustain pastoralist cultures, rich biodiversity, and major carbon and water systems. Yet they remain largely overlooked in global policy, often mischaracterized as degraded or marginal. This under-recognition limits investment and ambition at a time when climate change, land conversion, biodiversity decline and shifting governance systems are accelerating ecological degradation and undermining pastoral livelihoods.
Grasslands, savannahs, and rangelands are also deeply intertwined with global agriculture and food systems, providing vital grazing landscapes that support livestock production for hundreds of millions of people. Their deep-rooted perennial vegetation plays a critical role in maintaining soil structure, biodiversity, fertility, and moisture retention—functions that underpin food security far beyond pastoral regions. When well‑managed, these ecosystems act as powerful nature‑based solutions for soil restoration, reversing erosion, rebuilding soil organic carbon, and enhancing nutrient cycles. They also sustain rich biodiversity, which contributes to ecosystem stability, pest regulation, and diversified genetic resources essential for resilient nature-positive food systems. 
 
Together, these ecological functions position healthy grasslands, savannahs, and rangelands at the heart of nature‑positive agriculture, supporting regenerative grazing practices, maintaining habitat connectivity, and enhancing productive landscapes while restoring ecological integrity and halting biodiversity loss.  Strengthening policies that recognize the value of rangeland stewardship and tenure security is therefore essential not only for pastoral livelihoods but also for resilient nature-positive agricultural systems, sustainable livestock value chains, climate resilience, biodiversity and long-term global food security within a nature‑positive transition.
 
By bringing together policymakers, scientists, UN Entities, pastoralists, youth, civil society, and private sector, the conference will create a shared space to elevate the global importance of grasslands, savannahs and rangelands. Participants will exchange evidence, practical experience, and innovative governance approaches that support biodiversity, climate resilience, soil health, and nature‑positive food systems. Through collaboration and joint learning—including insights gained from Mongolia’s rangeland landscapes—the conference will help shape a unified agenda for action, strengthen alignment of the Rio Conventions, and build the political momentum needed to secure meaningful, coordinated commitments for rangelands and grasslands at UNCCD COP17, across the Rio Conventions, and on the road to IYRP2026 and beyond.
Objectives:
The overall objective is to build a strong, coordinated voice for UNCCD COP17 and beyond, ensuring that conservation of biodiversity and ecosystem integrity is given full and equal consideration alongside pastoralists’ livelihoods, food security, and climate resilience in UNCCD discussions and beyond. This includes supporting the transition toward nature-positive agriculture and food systems that sustain grasslands, savannahs, and rangelands, enhance soil health, and strengthen resilient pastoral livelihoods
More specifically, the conference will aim to:
1. Build a shared understanding of the full range of biodiversity and ecosystem services provided by grasslands, savannahs and rangelands, and their importance for sustainable land management, soil health and climate resilience. 
2. Explore the role of grasslands, savannahs and rangelands within nature-positive agriculture and food systems, highlighting how agroecological and regenerative practices—such as adaptive grazing, soil regeneration, biodiversity stewardship, and landscape-scale management—can restore soil health, enhance ecosystem integrity, support resilient livestock production, and contribute to sustainable, climate-resilient, and nutrition-sensitive food systems.
3. Examine practical pathways, financial opportunities, innovations and enabling conditions for improving conservation, sustainable management and restoration of grasslands, savannahs and rangelands, including through effective and equitable protected and conserved areas, sustainable pastoralism, coexistence, and integrating biodiversity with other land-use objectives (including restoration of soil health). 
4. Co‑create a concise, forward‑looking policy statement and a set of evidence‑based recommendations for UNCCD COP17, outlining clear priorities for national action and effective UNCCD implementation.
5. Strengthen coherence across the Rio Conventions by building explicit bridges to CBD COP17 and UNFCCC COP31, supporting greater inter‑Convention alignment and coordinated action.
Key messages and framing
The conference will adopt a positive, solutions-oriented framing, emphasizing:
· Grasslands and savannahs as vital, productive, and diverse ecosystems essential for biodiversity, food security, water security, carbon storage, and human livelihoods, not just as “degraded” or “at risk” areas. 
· The compatibility and synergies between conservation, sustainable rangeland management, pastoralism, climate adaptation, and nature‑positive agriculture and food systems, building on scientific evidence as well as local and traditional knowledge.
· Practical, scalable pathways and entry points for governments and partners to mainstream grassland conservation and restoration into national action plans (NDC, NBSAPs, LDN and NAPs), land-use planning, finance and monitoring, and agriculture and food systems.
Agenda
Day one: Saturday, 22. August 2026 
Field Visit to Mongolian Rangelands and High-Level Dinner
Location: Gorkhi–Terelj National Park
· Experience local pastoral systems, wildlife coexistence models, and community-based rangeland management.
· Engage with herders, women leaders, youth groups, and local government.
· Guided discussions on climate impacts, mobility, traditional knowledge, and biodiversity.
 
Day two, Sunday, 23. August 2026
 
Full day conference on “Advancing Nature‑Positive Grasslands, Savannahs and Rangelands: Protection, Management and Restoration”
Location: Gorkhi–Terelj National Park
The Terelj Conference will offer an interactive and collaborative space that combines high‑level perspectives with focused breakout discussions on the future of grassland, savannah and rangeland systems. Participants will engage directly in co‑creating solutions, sharing experiences, and identifying practical pathways to strengthen biodiversity, resilient pastoral livelihoods, and nature‑positive food systems. By grounding dialogue in both expert insights and participatory exchange, the convening will help build a coordinated voice and actionable priorities for UNCCD COP17 and related global processes.
 
 
 


