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Bridging Policy and Practice: Embedding Rangeland 
Solutions in Climate and Biodiversity Action

Date: 09. December 2025, Green Room, 18:30 – 19:45
Description: 
This high-level side event will showcase innovative, place-based solutions that leverage rangelands and pastoral systems to strengthen resilience against environmental and socio-economic shocks. It will introduce the Rangelands Flagship Initiative, a global effort led by Mongolia and UNCCD to advance sustainable rangeland management, restoration, and investment as key pathways to achieving Land Degradation Neutrality, enhancing biodiversity, and supporting climate goals.
Rangelands and pastoralism are essential to food security, biodiversity conservation, carbon sequestration, and cultural heritage, supporting over 200 million households globally and contributing up to 40% of agricultural GDP in some African countries. Despite their importance, these ecosystems remain undervalued and increasingly vulnerable to degradation, climate change, and competing land uses.
It will also highlight alignment the upcoming International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) 2026.
Participants will explore pathways to embed rangeland solutions into national and regional climate, biodiversity, and restoration policies. 
Expected Outcomes: 
The event is expected to elevate international recognition of rangelands and pastoralism and mobilize political momentum for the Rangelands Flagship Initiative. Expected outcomes are
· Endorsement and strengthened support from governments, donors, and partners.
· Improved collaboration across UN agencies, NGOs, regional hubs, and pastoralist communities.
· New or reinforced commitments to invest in sustainable rangeland management and restoration.
· Enhanced alignment with UNEA resolutions and global frameworks, supporting integration of rangelands into national biodiversity, climate, and land restoration policies and action plans.



Agenda: 
	Time
	Theme
	who

	5 min
	Welcome of participants
	Moderator

	10 min
	Setting the scene: Bridging Policy and Practice at UNCC COP  17 – learning about focal areas for COP 17  (including rangeland coalition)
	Mongolian Government/COP Presidency 

	5 min
	Video message BMZ on importance of alignment of biodiversity, land and climate
	Pre-recorded video

	7 min 
	Land – Water Nexus, importance to strengthen Grassland and water management 
	Lifeng Li, FAO

	7 min 
	Global Rangeland Data Platform
	Fiona Flintan, ILc

	5 min
	Grassland Policy Paper
	 Martina Fleckenstein

	Panel discussion
20 min
	Panelist discuss about importance of aligning policy and science, and showcase examples from the ground. 
	CBD
GEF/GCF
UNEP
IYRP

	Q & A 
10 min 
	
	all

	Closing
5 min
	
	Moderator
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