Global Alliance for Rangelands and Pastoralists 

Concept Note
Desertif’Actions 2026 – Special Working Session
Elevating pastoralism from the margins to the mainstream to ensure resilient drylands

Convener: Igshaan Samuels (Global Alliance for Rangelands and Pastoralists) 

Targeted audience: 
· Pastoralist networks and organizations
· UNCCD Civil Society Organizations (CSO) Panel
· International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) partners
· Dryland research and development institutions

Background and Rationale
Pastoralism sustains millions of people across drylands and contributes significantly to food security, biodiversity conservation, ecosystem stewardship, and climate resilience. Yet pastoralists remain among the least represented stakeholders in global environmental governance and policy decision-making processes affecting land, livelihoods, and natural resources.
The Desertif’Actions Summit provides a critical global platform to advance inclusive solutions to desertification, land degradation, and drought (DLDD). However, meaningful participation requires more than presence but requires structured mechanisms through which pastoralists’ priorities and lived realities shape decisions.
During the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP 2026) at regional pastoralist gatherings, pastoralist representatives consistently emphasized several recurring concerns:
· Participation often remains symbolic rather than influential.
· Global processes are difficult to access due to language, cost, and institutional barriers.
· Indigenous knowledge is undervalued relative to technical expertise.
· Youth, women, and mobile communities remain underrepresented.
· Existing governance structures rarely accommodate mobility-based livelihoods.
· Engagement opportunities are fragmented and project-based rather than sustained.
· Pastoralists repeatedly called for permanent platforms, not occasional invitations.
This session responds directly to those calls by exploring how institutional platforms can be redesigned so pastoralists are co-producers of policy. The session aims to explore practical mechanisms through which pastoralists’ voices can meaningfully influence dryland governance at local, national, and global scales, particularly within UNCCD processes.



This session’s objectives would be to: 
· Amplify pastoralist perspectives on participation and representation.
· Identify institutional platforms needed to sustain pastoralist engagement.
· Clarify the role of the UNCCD CSO Panel in representing pastoralist constituencies.
· Share lessons from IYRP pastoralist dialogues and gatherings.
· Co-develop recommendations for strengthening pastoralist participation in global DLDD governance.

Session Format (2 Hours)
The session combines short presentations with interactive dialogue to ensure pastoralist-led exchange.

Part 1: Five Framing Presentations 
1. UNCCD CSO Panel: Integrating pastoralist voices into the UNCCD CSO mechanism
2. Pastoralist Perspective: What meaningful participation looks like for pastoralists
3. Pastoralist Perspective: Gendered dimensions of representation in pastoral systems
4. Youth Pastoralist: Youth and digital platforms for representation
5. Representative from pastoralist gathering: Lessons from IYRP gatherings 

Part 2: Guided Discussion 
Key Guiding Questions 
· What does meaningful participation look like for mobile communities?
· Which institutional barriers prevent pastoralist voices from shaping decisions?
· How can participation move beyond consultation toward shared decision-making?
· Should pastoralists have a dedicated constituency within UNCCD structures?
· How can pastoralist women’s voices be strengthened?
· What mechanisms best support youth participation?
· Can digital platforms realistically support mobile communities?
· How should pastoralist networks coordinate globally?
· What concrete actions should emerge from Desertif’Actions 2026?

Part 3: Synthesis 
· Rapporteur summary
· Identification of key recommendations

Expected Outcomes
· Clear recommendations for strengthening pastoralist participation in UNCCD processes.
· Strengthened collaboration between pastoralist networks and the UNCCD CSO Panel.
· Contribution to post-IYRP legacy actions.
· Policy messages feeding into Desertif’Actions 2026 outcomes.

