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Green IYRP from Semmama : Valuing Rangelands 
through Design, Craftsmanship and the Solidarity Economy
Green IYRP is an ini t iative originating from Mount 
Sem mama, an emblematic terri tory of pastoral l i fe 
in Tunisia, conceived as a l iving tribute to landscapes, 
traditional knowledge and pastoral com munities on 
the occasion of the International Year of Rangelands 
and Pastoralists (IYRP).



Rooted in an ecological, cultural and social approach, 
Green IYRP seeks to rethink communication and event 
display practices by replacing conventional banners, plastics 
and industrial materials with natural, locally sourced 
and sustainable materials drawn directly from pastoral 
environments.

Within this framework, budgets traditionally allocated to 
banners, promotional items and short-lived communication 
materials are redirected towards local artisans and 
craftswomen. This choice actively supports a circular and 
solidarity-based economy, ensuring that value creation 
remains within the territory, strengthens local livelihoods 
and contributes to the transmission of ancestral 
know-how.

On the occasion of the official opening of the IYRP 
celebrations in Tunisia, artist-designer Adnen Helali 
p resented a Green IYRP Collection that fully embodies 
this engaged vision. The collection explores the dialogue 
between contemporary design and ancestral materials, 
including ex-banners made from sheep skin , trophies 
crafted from halfa fibers, and ceramic pins—objects that 
symbolically reflect subsistence, resi lience, ecological 
intelligence and cultural continuity.



The Green IYRP Collection will be officially presented at 
the Sem mama Shepherds’ Festival, to be held from 25 
to 29 March 2026, further anchoring the initiative within 
its territorial, cultural and pastoral context.

Through Green IYRP, design becomes a tool for aware-
ness-raising and transformation , affirming pastoralism 
not only as an economic activity but as a living heritage 
essential to biodiversi ty conservation and sustainable 
development. The initiative offers a new way to celebrate 
the IYRP- by placing respect for nature, support for local 
craftsmanship and territorial solidarity at the very heart of 
its visual and symbolic expression.
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