
UNCCD COP 17 Side Event: 
Rangeland Restoration Awards & Champions :  Best Practices in Community Rangeland Management and Pastoralism
Date:  18 August  2026 | Time: 15.00-16.30 | Venue: MET 07
As part of the IYRP, the Rangeland Restoration Awards  was launched to recognize individuals, communities, and groups, organisations  whose work - on the ground,  field level  activity,   through policy, or advocacy - has advanced rangeland restoration and management anywhere in the world.  Nominations opened on 1 April 2026 and closed 31 May 2026, drawing entries submitted by applicants themselves or by nominating institutions and agencies. A seven members steering committee, drawing on representatives from FAO, ILRI, and IYRP Regional Support Group experts, reviewed submissions against criteria including measurable impact on extend  of land restored, livestock and livestock keepers benefitted, biodiversity outcomes, and the strength of the underlying practice, policy, or community action. Twenty awardees were selected globally, each receiving a certificate today. Their profiles and best practices   are being showcased here today, to give their work the visibility it deserves and to inspire wider adoption of these practices across rangeland communities worldwide.
The cross section of best practices include :
Awareness and advocacy on bringing out lands for recording them in formal system or classification and retrieved from diversion for other purpose, exploring ongoing schemes converged  with peoples participation on focussing on rangelands, local breeds for  livelihood improvement, experimenting with low cost solutions for removal of encroachments by exotic species or private interests, youth continuing  family profession of pastoralist life  even after good education and finding out options to meet their modest income and secured life, application of  good soil and water conservation  practices and involving communities using local  knowledge or innovations  through motivation and overcoming constraints of funds, focussing on women and using their strength of participation for revival and management of resources with rules or regulations and strengthening their capacity with traditional wisdom, underlying the importance of  new approaches, regulations and  innovations through  slogans  which  are much relevant viz. grass banks,  5 percent reduction of livestock  for rangeland health,  coexistence with wild life, virtual fencing, Responsible Nomads Code of Practice,  summer enclosure- winter grazing, herder photography group, grass guards, rangeland doctor,  nomadic schools, livestock operator to grassland stewards, traditional manuring system with digital tool, digital traceability for  transparency,  ban  afforestation in migratory routes and local breeds for sustainable grazing. 
Now there is need to scale up or mainstream them and ensure such practices accessible in the format of database or knowledge resources. Recognising individuals or organisations not only motivate them for their contributions or innovations while it is a low cost approach to communicate the message of  International Year of Rangeland and Pastoralists in the every nook and corner of the globe. . 
 
	Time
	Particular
	Led by

	

15.00- 15.05

5 minutes
	Introduction -  Overview of the Rangeland Awards, selection criteria, and purpose of the session.
	SEVA/IYRP-South Asia 

Vivekanandan


	15.05- 15.10

5 minutes
	Need for Recognition of individuals/ groups for Rangeland Management / Pastoralism 
	Global Alliance of Rangelands and Pastoralists 
Igsaan Samuel 

	
15.10-15.15
5 minutes
	Official Results Announcement of Awardees 
	
ILRI

Fiona

	15.15-15.20
5 minutes
	Certicicates distribution to Awardees
	Head of Indian Delegation & Munkhnasan  

	15.20-15.25
5 minutes
	Launch of database on profiles of awrdees and Rangeland Restoration Practices 
	FAO 

Gregario

	

15.25-16.00
35  minutes
	Poster Walk -  Attendees circulate, grab a drink, and read awardee profiles displayed on posters.
	 Chen Xi,  Girdhari, Dharitry, Sumer, Prafulla, Niyam, Ulziibayar, Paulina, Loupa, Hashu Karma, Kabilan

	
16.00-16.20
 20  minutes
	Moderated Conversation with the Champions- Discussion of best practices Community Rangeland Management and Pastoralism
	FAO 

Gregario & Lucia

	16.20-16.30
10 minutes 
	Q&A and Closing Remarks
	ATREE, ILRI
Anuja, Dharitry





